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Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

Local Policing 
 

Letter from the Convener to DCC Fitzpatrick to the Convener 
 
Thank you for your response of 14 May to questions asked by Members during the 
Sub-Committee on Policing’s evidence session of 18 April and to those remaining 
questions that Members were unable to ask because of time constraints. 
 
At its meeting on 16 May, the Sub-Committee considered your response and noted 
that a request for specific information made by Graeme Pearson at the meeting on 
18 April and followed up in my letter of 25 April was not provided. Mr Pearson had 
requested further details of how each of the 14 policing divisions is accountable to 
their local democratic structures. The Sub-Committee is particularly interested in 
how local commanders intend to engage with each of their local areas, for example, 
whether they intend to go along to all meetings of the local scrutiny committee/panel, 
etc. On receipt of this information, the Sub-Committee intends to explore this issue 
in more detail with local commanders and local authorities. 
 
The Sub-Committee also wishes to thank you for approving our request to visit St 
Leonards Police Office and for the clarification you provided as to the police custody 
arrangements that are currently in place. Consequently, we have decided not to visit 
St Leonards at this time, but instead to seek views of the Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice and Dave Watson of UNISON, who both commented on the arrangements 
highlighted during the Justice Committee’s scrutiny of the Police and Fire Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2012 last year.  
 
I look forward to receiving your response by 10 June, if possible. 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing  
20 May 2013 
 


